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Abstract:

This study has a macro perspective and aims to capture the empowerment potential of education and so far
its impact on empowering Dalit communities. This study is addressed to examine the extent to which education has
helped and enabled Dalit women to improve their socioeconomic conditions. Economic empowerment of Dalit
women is examined in terms of; new skills acquired, lucrative jobs secured, improvement in their income,
consumption, freedom to manage their money matters and overall improvement in their economic condition. Dalit
women being treated as ‘Dalit among Dalits’; her political empowerment was only a wishful thinking a few
decades ago. However, it is presumed that spread of education has kindled hope of Dalit women bracing
themselves for political empowerment. It is also true some Dalit women have proved their in talent National and
State politics. Keeping this in view, the study also focused on the extent of political empowerment of our
respondents and the role of education in it. The study would capture the overall educational situation among Dalit
women across the Tumkuru District of Karnataka state. It is hoped that such an exercise help as capture regional
variation in the situation. This would lead us look for region-specific reasons for prevailing scenario in Karnataka.
Keywords: Education, Economic, Potential, Political Empowerment.

Introduction families voluntarily organized to promote savings.
They are self-managed groups of poor women, which
primarily came into existence to mobilize financial

Ed cation to women is the most powerful : .
. W Y resources through their own savings and lend the

instrument of changing their position in the society. same amongst themselves to meet the credit needs of
Education also brings about reduction in inequalities their members.
and also acts as a means to improve their status Capacity Building and Skill formation:
within the family. In order to encourage education of In order to improve the entrepreneurial
women at all levels and to dilute gender bias in the ability and skill of the women, the Government has
provision and acquaintance of education, schools, been importing various types of training designed to
colleges and even universities were established promote self and wage employment.
exclusively for women in the country. To bring more Skill Up-gradation Training Program:
girl children, especially from marginalized BPL Provision of skill training for women in SHG
families, into the mainstream of education, the has been given recognition so as to enable them to
Government has been providing a package of start their own income-generating activities. The
concessions in the form of free supply of books, duration of the training and the cost depends on the
uniform, boarding and lodging, clothing for nature of the trade selected by the members.
hostilities, midday meals, scholarships, free by-cycles Women & Child Development
and so on. Many universities such to encourage Women’s empowerment is an important
higher education among women and their social agenda in the development efforts. There has been a
mobility. significant shift in approach of the district
Self Help Groups: administration towards the development of women,
Self Help Groups are small homogenous especially the poor & the illiterate.

groups consisting of 12-20 women from BPL

Email id’s:- aiirjpramod@gmail.com Or aayushijournal@gmail.com Page No.
website :- www.aiirjournal.com 57



mailto:aiirjpramod@gmail.com
mailto:aayushijournal@gmail.com
http://www.aiirjournal.com/

Aayushi International Interdisciplinary Research Journal (AIIR])

VOL- XI ISSUE- X OCTOBER 2024

PEER REVIEW
e-JOURNAL 8.02

IMPACT FACTOR ISSN
2349-638x

Education has been hailed as the tool par
excellence of socioeconomic development and as an
instrument of equalizing opportunity for the poor and
the downtrodden. Further, its potential as the
foundation of development and empowerment of
Dalit community in general and that of Dalit women
in particular has been acknowledged by all.
According to the Government of India and Karnataka
have made strenuous efforts to bring every Dalit
family within the fold of education through various
State supported programs and policies of positive
discrimination. The main thrust of all the educational
programs designed especially for the benefit of Dalit
communities is not only to provide access to
educational facilities and help with their educational
progress as also use education as an effective
instrument of empowerment.

Along with the programs for educational
development; governments have also implemented
many programs for the socioeconomic development
of Dalit women. However, a conceptual overview of
the progress of education among the Dalit women in
rural India presents a shockingly a disappointing
scenario as the growth of education in terms of
literacy and representation rural Dalit girls at a higher
level of education is below national average. When
the very instrument has seemingly failed to achieve
its confirmed goals; it is but obvious that one has to
re-examine the situation. Keeping the growth of
educational level of Dalit women as the vantage
point, this study has attempted an examination of the
educational situation among the Dalit Women and its
impact on their empowerment.

Money is like a sixth sense without which one
cannot make a complete and better use of the other
five senses (W. S. Maugham). Poverty, economic
dependency reduces an individual to the status of
slavery and despondency. It often kills individual’s
potential and pushes him to the bottom and it is
difficult to extricate from there. Therefore the
importance of economic independence as a
fundamental prerequisite for one’s empowerment and
more particularly that of women hardly need any
emphasis. An individual can progress well in
different spheres of life only when he or she is
economically independent. Economic independence
is possible only when one has sufficient source and
the ability to earn money. Many a time mere

possession of money would not either enable or
empower an individual unless he or she has the
freedom to manage it in terms of spending; investing
saving etc. This is true of women and more
particularly Dalit women. In fact freedom and ability
to earn, spend, save and in general manage one’s
finances is an important indicator of economic
empowerment. The process of economic
empowerment is not short and simple. Indeed it
involves a wide range of activities and long
drawn programs such as;

e Removal of poverty and unemployment,

e C(Creation of new jobs in rural areas and
training Dalit women there to take up
them,

e Developing positive thinking about new
jobs and inculcating the ability to learn
new skills,

e Developing an entrepreneurial and
competitive spirit,

e Ability to tap locally available

opportunities and make
utilization existing resources,

optimum

e Inculcating positive attitude towards
work culture and making best use of time
etc.

e Developing ability to learn new skills
necessary to take up new occupations
and making best use of time etc.,

e Cultivating the ability to make use of the
institutional  facilities like banks, co-
operative societies, Post Office, etc.
acquires the capacity to manage personal
financial matters,

e Cultivation of prudence and capacity to
manage personal financial matters,

Capacity to strive for gaining knowledge
about available opportunities for economic
improvement,

Review Of The Literature

Govindakuttey (1975) studied the Scheduled
Castes of Kerala and states that, notwithstanding the
law abolishing untouchability phenomena does not
seem to have completely loosened its hold. He further
notices that despite educational development and
economic advancement they are not better off than
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what they were in the past and finally states that it 3 And learn to take up 40 10.00
would not be hasty to conclude that the influence of tailoring

traditionalism on social attitudes is still strong 4 Helped me manage 06 01.50

my business
enough. 5 No concrete, 274 68.50
Understandably enough, the majority of the positive impact

scholars have reflected on the impact of education the Total 400 100.00
lives of Dalit women. Feminists have taken a lead in Occupational prospects of an

this direction. In her study of Kerala Dalit women
Indu Menon asserts the role of education while,
Mallik and vadessary hold the view that education
has enabled them appreciate the importance of
constitutional provisions.

Objectives of The Study

» The study focuses on the impact of education on
those educated Dalit women in terms of their
economic, political and social empowerment.

» To examine the impact of education on the
occupation and economic empowerment of Dalit
women

Methods And Techniques of The Study

The present study 400 Dalit women
respondents from Dalit women spread across
Madhugiri, Sira, Pavagada and Koratagere talks of
Tumkur district were chosen to collect primary data.
A questionnaire was prepared to collect the primary
data regarding the Variables such as age, educational
level; marital status, occupation, family background,
economic status etc. guided the selection of
respondents. The study has also supported by
secondary sources such as research articles, books,
journals, e-resources. The study has come out with
various findings by using statistical methods for
analyzing and interpretation of data.

Results And Discussions:

In present study has covered the aspects such
as preference those educated Dalit women in terms of
their economic, political and social empowerment,
education on the occupation and economic
empowerment of Dalit women.

Table 1.1 Opinion of the Respondents Impact of
education on Occupation:

overwhelming majority 274 (68.50 percent) of
the respondents. Among those remaining 126
respondents who admitted the positive impact of
education, 22 (5.5percentage) have admitted
education as having helped them to secure Govt.
Jobs and another 40 (10percent) are able to learn
tailoring. Thus the impact of the economic
impact of education on the women under study
seems to be negligible.
Table 1.2 Assessment of the overall Economic
Impact of Education:

SI.No | Impact Frequency | Percentage

1 Positive impact 62 15.50
with tangible
Result

2 Positively to 252 63.00
some extent

3 No tangible 86 21.50
impact
Total 400 100.00

SL. Nature of impact Frequency | Percentage

No

1 Helped in securing 22 05.50
government job

2 To mange dairying 58 14.50
properly

A significant majority 252 (63.00
percent) of the women under study has held that
they have felt the positive impact of education to
some extent while 86 respondents have opined
that they have not felt any tangible positive
impact. However, it is pertinent in this context to
understand the way education has impacted their
lives. To realize this, respondents were asked to
state the impact of education on the economic
aspects of their lives.

Conclusion

There have been many attempts over the past
one hundred and fifty years to help increase the
quality of life for the Dalits of India through
development focused on enrollment in primary
education. Education provides individuals with the
means to increase their income and to engage in
economic activities. In addition, it can help empower
individuals to lobby for social change through
political activism. The lack of incentives to pursue
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education for the Dalits of India can be traced back to
a long history of mistreatment and oppression. Still
occurring today, caste harassment makes teaching
environments unsuitable for caste children, it places
caste homes on the outskirts of towns, so that
children have greater distances to walk to school, and
it economically suppresses the Dalits so that they are
unable to pay for their children’s education. Many
suggestions, both traditional and modern, have arisen
on how to go about resolving issues surrounding
Dalit primary enrollment. Night classes and all-Dalit
schools provided a safer learning environment for the
Dalits, but did not address any issues of caste
conflict.
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